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spending more time on their own, less unsu-
pervised time, that their parents, when
they’re with them, are more tired because
they’re often working two jobs, than at any
previous time. We know this. And therefore,
we know that there will be more of them
who will be vulnerable.

And if that is true, and you have easier
access to guns and explosives, on the one
hand, and on the other hand, you have now
over 300 studies that say that sustained expo-
sure to violence—and the average 18-year-
old has now seen 40,000 televised murders
on movies or TV or a video screen—40,000—
and we know that the vulnerable among us
are made more vulnerable, then the whole
mixture is a cauldron out of which some dra-
matically terrible things will happen.

And you don’t have to blame anybody per-
sonally for this, but we all have to say, ‘‘Look,
we’ve got to do something about this.’’ Then
I think there has to be a national grassroots
campaign in every community involving reli-
gious institutions and schools and other
groups patterned on what the Mothers and
Students Against Drunk Driving did, pat-
terned on the national anti-teen-pregnancy
campaign—grassroots, value-based, personal
contact with all these kids to try to really dra-
matically reduce this. And believe me, it can
be done.

The last thing I’d like to say is, I’ve been
in a lot of schools and there are—some
schools do better than others with counseling
programs, with peer mediation programs,
with intervention programs that ultimately
lead to mental health for the kids who need
it, and also with just trying to set an environ-
ment in which people are encouraged to be
in groups, but the groups are not encouraged
to look down on one another and provoke
social discord. I mean, there’s a lot that can
be done in the schools by the students.

And finally—a person came up to me the
other day—everybody says, we need to do
more to try to make it easier for parents not
to lose touch with their kids. And anybody
who has ever raised a child through adoles-
cence knows that it’s an interesting chal-
lenge. I mean, you want your child to become
independent, to have space, to begin even
to have things that aren’t necessarily shared

with you. But you don’t want to lose the con-
necting cord.

And we have—it’s interesting, isn’t it, that
we think we should get help in education and
instruction and support for everything from
losing weight to improving our athletic skills,
to figuring out how to use a computer to how
to make money in the stock market. And yet,
we don’t think anybody ought to have in-
struction in the most important things in life.
And this grassroots campaign ought to be out
there helping parents to deal with the chal-
lenge of having their children come of age
and get that independence they’re entitled
to without severing the cord that they don’t
want severed. This is a big deal.

And you know, our family and Al and Tip-
per Gore, we’ve worked on a lot of these
issues for years and years and years. And
we’re going to spend a lot of time on this
in the next 18 months.

The last thing I’d like to say—I’d like to
say just a word about the world, because peo-
ple are so interested, especially in the crisis
in Kosovo now. We have tried in the last 6
years to be a force for peace, from Northern
Ireland to the Middle East to Bosnia. We’ve
tried to be a force for reducing the threat
of weapons of mass destruction, and we’ve
made a lot of progress in that and for stand-
ing up against terrorism and the emerging
threats of biological and chemical weapons
in the hands of organized criminals or terror-
ists. We’ve worked on all that. And we’ve
tried to expand global prosperity through
trade initiatives.

But I think it’s ironic—and Jack said it at
lunch, he said, ‘‘It’s interesting to me, in this
great, modern world we live in, we still can’t
figure out what to do about genocide’’—since
that’s what World War II was really about.
And I think if you think about what charac-
terizes the modern age in a positive sense—
an explosion of technology, especially in the
telecommunications area; computer science
increasingly being merged with the biological
sciences, so that when the human genome
project is completed we’ll be able to get a
map of—the genetic map of ourselves and
our children and our grandchildren, and it
should move us very rapidly over the next
15 years to another dramatic increase in life
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expectancy. So that’s the first thing, this ex-
plosion of technology and its immersion with
telecommunications and with the biological
sciences.

And then the second thing is the world
getting closer together, national borders be-
coming more porous, the interconnections of
people becoming closer. Isn’t it ironic when
we’re dreaming of our children all learning
how to speak different languages, having E-
mail pen pals in Asia and Africa and Latin
America, and all this sort of interesting stuff
that we want to dream about, that the num-
ber one problem we’re facing in the world
today is the incredible, durable persistence
of the oldest demon of human society, the
fear of people who are different from us. And
the fear leads to loathing. The loathing leads
to dehumanization. The dehumanization
leads to the justification of killing. And the
justification of killing then often leads to the
justification of systematic killing, based on ra-
cial or ethnic or religious difference.

But it is the oldest problem of human soci-
ety. And it is a true irony that when we—
I look at these young people here, and I
think: Gosh, the world they’ll live in 30 years
from now will be full of things that I can’t
even imagine. Will they really be burdened
by this primordial madness that manifested
itself in Bosnia or in the little villages of
Rwanda, where 700,000 people at least were
hacked to death in a hundred days, in a coun-
try not a colonial creation, those people had
been living together for 500 years, or Bosnia,
where a quarter of a million people died, and
21⁄2 million people were made prisoners, and
mosques were burned, and libraries and mu-
seums were burned up, and books were de-
stroyed that were priceless—or what’s going
on in Kosovo?

Will the people of Northern Ireland take
the last step that’s still hanging them up to
make peace? Will the evident desire of the
voters in Israel for peace and security find
a concrete expression in the next few
months?

The biggest problem to all of it is when
it gets right down to the lick log, it’s hard
to hold hands with somebody who’s really
different from you and jump off into a com-
mon future. It’s hard.

And I know a lot of people that question
what I have done and how I have done it
in Kosovo. All I can tell you is I’m convinced
that I’ve done the right thing in the best
available way. And one of the things you hire
a President to do is to think about all the
implications of all the options that are avail-
able. But I would far rather be here today
answering the questions that I have to answer
to the American people and to the press
about what we have done and why we have
done it and how we have done it, than I
would like to be here today asking you to
contribute money to our party and to our
cause if I were sitting on my hands and let-
ting those people be butchered and thrown
out of their homes and plundered and their
records erased.

And I think the fact—it’s amazing to me
how many American Jews have told me they
support what we are doing for Kosovar Mus-
lims. It is a great thing. It is something spe-
cial. We have no territorial ambitions there.
We have no economic ambitions there. We,
in fact, are going to have to spend more
money to help them rebuild the area and
build it higher than it was. What we want
is for our children to be able to live in the
world where they can maximize the explosion
of technology and maximize the openness of
borders, and you cannot do that in a world
where you’re worried about being blown up
by a terrorist who is driven by ethnic, reli-
gious, or racial hatred.

That is what this is about. It’s very much
in our security interests to do this. But it’s
because of the world toward which we’re
going. If this were 1950, it wouldn’t be. The
world we’re going to live in does not need
a Europe consumed, even at its edge in
southeastern Europe, by this kind of hatred.

Let me just close with this story. I’ve been
telling this for 5 days now, but I was over-
whelmed last week. I had an experience
which to me embodies the best in this coun-
try. Last week, at the request of our leader
in the Senate, Senator Daschle, and the other
four Democratic Senators from North and
South Dakota and Montana, we hosted in the
White House a meeting of 19 Native Amer-
ican tribal leaders from the upper plains
States.
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They are the poorest of all of our Indian
tribes. And most of them don’t have any gam-
bling. They don’t have any population den-
sity. And it’s long way from here to there,
so they don’t get a lot of new investment.
And they haven’t been part of this great
booming economy. They haven’t noticed that
the stock market went from 3,200 to 11,000
in the last 61⁄2 years. It just totally escaped
them. I mean, they haven’t felt this.

So they came to the White House. And
the first thing they did was, they said, well,
now—and we met in the Roosevelt Room,
which is a room that some of you have been
in—it’s commemorated, basically dedicated
to Franklin and Eleanor and Theodore Roo-
sevelt. And Theodore Roosevelt’s Nobel
Peace Prize is on the mantelpiece there,
which he got for helping to end the Russo-
Japanese War in 1905.

So they say, ‘‘Well, can we get all this stuff
out of here and sit in a circle? That’s our
custom.’’ So we get the table out and every-
body is sitting in a circle. And a lot of Cabinet
members were there. And their spokes-
person was a 6′6′′ tribal chief named Tex
Hall—not exactly your Native American
name, but anyway, that’s his name. [Laugh-
ter] So he gets up and speaks and then every-
body speaks, and they talked about the edu-
cation concerns and the health care and the
economic concerns. And I came in about
midway through the meeting; they all were
talking. So at the end, Chief Hall, he stands
up again, and he said, ‘‘I want to tell you
something.’’ He said, ‘‘There’s something
else we want to do before we go.’’ He said,
‘‘We have a proclamation here we have
signed supporting what you are doing in
Kosovo,’’ representing the poorest Ameri-
cans, right, and the first Americans. He said,
‘‘You see, Mr. President, we know something
about ethnic cleansing. And our country has
made a lot of progress, and here we are
today, and we think we should stand up
against it.’’

And then this other young man said that
he wanted to speak. And he represented one
of the tribes in South Dakota. He wasn’t very
tall, and he had this beautiful piece of Indian

jewelry on around his neck, silver jewelry.
And he said this—you think about this when
you leave here today, about what kind of
country you want in the 21st century—he
said, ‘‘Mr. President, I had two uncles. One
of them was on the beach at Normandy. The
other was the first Native American fighter
pilot in the history of the American military.
My great-great-grandfather was slaughtered
by the 7th Calvary at Wounded Knee,’’ he
said, ‘‘and here I am in the White House.’’
He said, ‘‘We have come a long way from
my great-great-grandfather to my uncles to
this day. I have only one son and he means
more to me than anything. I would be proud
for him to go and fight against ethnic cleans-
ing in Kosovo.’’ He said, ‘‘We know what is
right now.’’ And you could not hear anyone
breathe in that room.

I ask you to think about that. This is a
different country than it was 61⁄2 years ago.
It needs to be a different country 61⁄2 years
from now. We have still so much to do. But
If you made me choose one thing I could
do in the next nearly 2 years I’ve got left,
it would be to bring the American people
closer together, not to give up our fights and
our disagreements and our arguments but to
just remember this is quite an extraordinary
place. We have had quite a journey. We have
a lot to do at home and abroad, and we’ll
be able to do it if we don’t forget that what
binds us together is more important than all
the things that divide us.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon hosts Jack and Phyllis Rosen; former
Vice Presidential candidate Geraldine A. Ferraro;
former Congressman Peter H. Kostmayer; Joseph
J. Andrew, national chair, Beth Dozoretz, national
finance chair, and Fran Katz, national finance di-
rector, Democratic National Committee; Gov.
George Pataki of New York; Columbine High
School gunmen Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold;
Tex Hall, chairman of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and
Arikara Nation (the Three Affiliated Tribes); and
Gregg Bourland, chairman, Cheyenne River Sioux
Tribe.
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Statement on House Commerce
Committee Action on the ‘‘Work
Incentives Improvement Act’’

May 19, 1999

I commend the House Commerce Com-
mittee for its overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port for the ‘‘Work Incentives Improvement
Act’’ today. By unanimously endorsing this
legislation, the committee has taken an im-
portant step towards removing significant
barriers to work for one of our Nation’s most
significant untapped resources—millions of
people with disabilities. The committee’s ac-
tion, under the leadership of Chairman Bliley
and Congressman Dingell, parallels the over-
whelmingly bipartisan support that the Roth/
Moynihan/Jeffords/Kennedy version of this
legislation received from the Senate Finance
Committee.

Americans with disabilities can and do
bring tremendous energy and talent to the
American workforce, but the unemployment
rate for all working-age adults with disabil-
ities is nearly 75 percent. One of the most
glaring problems is that people with disabil-
ities frequently become ineligible for Medic-
aid or Medicare if they go back to work. This
puts people with disabilities in the untenable
position of choosing between health care cov-
erage and work. The ‘‘Work Incentives Im-
provement Act’’ would improve job opportu-
nities for people with disabilities by increas-
ing access to health care and employment
services.

Justin Dart, one of the foremost leaders
of the disability community, has said that the
‘‘Work Incentives Improvement Act’’ is ‘‘one
of the boldest since the landmark passage of
the Americans with Disabilities Act.’’ As I in-
dicated in my State of the Union Address,
I could not agree more with him. I urge
Speaker Hastert and Majority Leader Lott
to move promptly to schedule votes on this
important and long overdue legislation.

Memorandum on Assessment of
Space Launch Vehicles
May 19, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Assessment of Space Launch
Vehicles

Our national space transportation capabili-
ties are critical to the overall strength and
stability of our commercial, civil, and national
security space sectors.

As we enter the 21st century, reliable ac-
cess to space will be more important than
ever in accomplishing our national goals. It
is vitally important that we fully understand
the root causes behind the recent launch ve-
hicle failures and take corrective action.
Therefore, I request that you, in coordination
with the Director of Central Intelligence and
the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA),
provide me with an interim report in 90 days
and a final report in 180 days on the causes
of these failures and actions required to en-
sure our future access to space.

I have asked Dr. Neal Lane, my Assistant
for Science and Technology, to work closely
with you, the Director of Central Intel-
ligence, and the Administrator of NASA on
this important issue.

William J. Clinton

CC: The Director of Central Intelligence, The Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, The Assistant to the President for
Science and Technology

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this memorandum.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq’s Compliance With United
Nations Security Council Resolutions
May 19, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
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(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC). My last report consistent with Pub-
lic Law 102–1, was transmitted on March 3,
1999.

Overview
There have been no United Nations Spe-

cial Commission (UNSCOM) or Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in-
spections in Iraq since December 15, 1998.
On January 30, 1999, the UNSC established
three assessment panels on Iraq to address
disarmament, humanitarian, and Kuwait-re-
lated issues. Brazilian Ambassador to the
United Nations Celso Amorim, who chaired
the panels, presented the panels’ conclusions
to the Security Council on April 6.

The disarmament panel confirmed
UNSCOM’s earlier findings that Iraq has
failed to comply with its obligations under
UNSC resolutions, and that significant disar-
mament issues have not yet been resolved.
It also confirmed the validity of the disar-
mament and monitoring plan endorsed by
Resolution 715.

The humanitarian panel noted that, de-
spite considerable improvements in the hu-
manitarian situation since the oil-for-food
program began, serious problems remain.
The report highlighted the Government of
Iraq’s failure to order and distribute critical
supplies, and its inequitable distribution
practices. It also identified a significant short-
fall in revenue for the oil-for-food program.
This problem has been largely caused by low
oil prices during the last year, but Iraq’s lim-
ited oil production capabilities have also been
a factor.

The Kuwait-issues panel cited Iraq’s fail-
ure to comply with its requirement to pro-
vide information on Kuwaiti and other miss-
ing persons from the Gulf War, as well as
its failure to comply with the requirement
to return property stolen during the Gulf
War, including Kuwait’s national archives.

The 6-month reports submitted to the Se-
curity Council by Ambassador Butler and
IAEA Director-General Mohammed El
Baradei in April 1999 reflected the refusal

by Iraq to add substantively to their ability
to resolve outstanding disarmament and
monitoring issues. In New York, UNSCOM
continued to implement its mandate: by as-
sessing the situation on the ground in Iraq
after the military action in December, by
choosing new sites for future inspection, by
refining inspection protocols, by continuing
a dialogue with member nations to obtain in-
formation about Iraq’s past and present ac-
tivities, and by continuing to improve the Ex-
port-Import Monitoring Mechanism.

The United States continues to support
the international community’s efforts to pro-
vide for the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi
people through the oil-for-food program.

We are convinced that as long as Saddam
Hussein remains in power, he will continue
to threaten the well-being of his people, the
peace of the region and the security of the
world. We will continue to contain these
threats, but over the long term the best way
to address them is through a new govern-
ment in Baghdad. To that end, working with
the Congress, we have deepened our engage-
ment with the forces of change in Iraq to
help make the opposition a more effective
voice for the aspirations of the Iraqi people.

U.S. and Coalition Force Levels in the
Gulf Region

Saddam Hussein’s record of aggressive be-
havior compels us to retain a highly capable
force in the region in order to deter Iraq
and respond to any threat it might pose to
its neighbors, the reconstitution of its WMD
program, or movement against the Kurds in
northern Iraq. We demonstrated our resolve
in mid-December when forces in the region
carried out Operation Desert Fox to degrade
Iraq’s ability to develop and deliver weapons
of mass destruction and its ability to threaten
its neighbors. We will continue to maintain
a robust posture and have established a rapid
reinforcement capability to supplement our
forces in the Gulf, if needed.

Our forces that deployed to the region in-
clude land- and carrier-based aircraft, surface
warships, a Patriot missile battalion, a mecha-
nized battalion task force and a mix of special
operations forces deployed in support of U.S.
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Central Command. To enhance force protec-
tion throughout the region, additional mili-
tary security personnel are also deployed. Be-
cause of the increased air-defense threat to
coalition aircraft, we have also added a robust
personnel recovery capability.

Operation Northern Watch and
Operation Southern Watch

The United States and coalition partners
enforcing the no-fly-zones over Iraq under
Operations Northern Watch and Southern
Watch continue to be subject to multiple
anti-aircraft artillery firings and radar illu-
minations, and have faced more than 35 sur-
face-to-air missile attacks. Additionally, since
the conclusion of Desert Fox, Iraqi aircraft
have committed over 120 no-fly zone viola-
tions.

In response to Iraq’s repeated no-fly-zone
violations and attacks on our aircraft, I have
authorized our aircrews to respond directly
and forcibly to the increased Iraqi threat.
United States and coalition forces are fully
prepared and authorized to defend them-
selves against any Iraqi threat while carrying
out their no-fly zone enforcement mission
and have, when circumstances warranted,
engaged various components of the Iraqi in-
tegrated air defense system. As a con-
sequence, the Iraqi air defense system has
been degraded substantially since December
1998.

The Maritime Interception Force
The multinational Maritime Interception

Force (MIF), operating in accordance with
Resolution 665 and other relevant resolu-
tions, enforces U.N. sanctions in the Gulf.
The U.S. Navy is the single largest compo-
nent of the MIF, but it is frequently aug-
mented by ships, aircraft, and other support
from Australia, Bahrain, Belgium, Canada,
Kuwait, The Netherlands, New Zealand, the
UAE, and the United Kingdom. Member
states of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) provide logistical support and
shipriders to the MIF and accept vessels di-
verted for violating U.N. sanctions against
Iraq. Kuwait was especially helpful in provid-
ing significant naval and coast guard assist-
ance. We are expanding our efforts to en-

courage participation in the MIF from na-
tions in northern Europe and South America.

Although the export of refined petroleum
products through the Gulf has significantly
declined since Operation Desert Fox, the
MIF continues to patrol the waters to pre-
vent a resurgence of petroleum-product
smuggling. Furthermore, the MIF provides
a deterrent to ships smuggling prohibited
items into Iraq in violation of U.N. sanctions
and outside the parameters of the humani-
tarian oil-for-food program. In early April,
the MIF conducted the latest in a series of
periodic search operations in the far northern
Gulf near the major Iraqi waterways. These
operations disrupted smuggling in the region
without interference from Iraq. Kuwait and
the UAE have stepped up their own enforce-
ment efforts.

In December 1998 and again in April
1999, Iraq relocated surface-to-surface mis-
sile batteries to the coastal area of the Al
Faw Peninsula. The missiles in question, with
a range of nearly 60 nautical miles, could
reach far into the North Arabian Gulf and
posed a serious threat to the MIF. The de-
ployment of these missiles to a position from
which they could engage coalition naval
forces was carried out in concert with the
increased attempts to shoot down aircraft en-
forcing the no-fly zones and constituted an
enhancement of Iraq’s offensive military ca-
pability in southern Iraq. On both occasions,
coalition aircraft responded to the threat
posed by these missiles and are authorized
to continue to do so as necessary.

Chemical Weapons

April reports to the UNSC President re-
confirmed January’s findings that UNSCOM
identified as priority chemical weapons disar-
mament issues: VX; 155mm mustard shells;
an Iraqi Air Force file of chemical weapons
documents; R–400 bombs filled with CBW
(field inspections needed); and chemical
weapons production equipment (field ver-
ification is needed for 18 of 20 shipping con-
tainers UNSCOM knows were moved to-
gether). The reporters identified as key mon-
itoring priorities the ability to verify Iraqi
compliance at listed facilities and to detect
construction of new dual-use facilities.
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Biological Weapons
April reports to the UNSC President re-

confirmed January’s findings that UNSCOM
identified as priority outstanding biological
weapons disarmament issues Iraq’s incom-
plete declarations on ‘‘the whole scope of the
BW program.’’ The declarations are impor-
tant because ‘‘Iraq possesses an industrial ca-
pability and knowledge base, through which
biological warfare agents could be produced
quickly and in volume.’’ The report also iden-
tified the importance of monitoring dual-use
biological items, equipment, facilities, re-
search and acquisition at 250 listed sites. The
effectiveness of monitoring is ‘‘proportional
to Iraq’s cooperation and transparency, to the
number of monitored sites, and to the num-
ber of inspectors.’’

Long-Range Missiles
April reports to the UNSC President re-

confirmed January’s findings that UNSCOM
identified as priority missile disarmament
issues: 50 unaccounted for, SCUD conven-
tional warheads; 500 tons of SCUD propel-
lants, the destruction of which has not been
verified; 7 Iraqi-produced SCUDs given to
the army, the destruction of which cannot
be verified; truckloads of major components
for SCUD production that are missing; the
concealment of BW warheads; and the lack
of accounting for VX-filled warheads. The re-
port identified the capability to monitor de-
clared activities, leaps in missile technology,
and changes to declared operational missiles.
There are 80 listed missile sites.

Nuclear Weapons
In a February 8, 1999, report to the UNSC

President, IAEA Director General Moham-
med El-Baradei summarized previous IAEA
assessments of Iraq’s compliance with its nu-
clear disarmament and monitoring obliga-
tions. The report restates that ‘‘Iraq has not
fulfilled its obligation to adopt measures and
enact penal laws, to implement and enforce
compliance with Iraq’s obligations under res-
olutions 687 and 707, other relevant Security
Council resolutions and the IAEA OMV
plan, as required under paragraph 34 of that
plan.’’

The IAEA continues to plan for long-term
monitoring and verification under Resolution

715. In its February 8 report to the Security
Council, it restated that monitoring must be
‘‘intrusive’’ and estimated annual monitoring
costs would total nearly $10 million.

Dual-Use Imports

Resolution 1051 established a joint
UNSCOM/IAEA unit to monitor Iraq’s im-
ports of allowed dual-use items. Iraq must
notify the unit before it imports specific
items that can be used in both weapons of
mass destruction and civilian applications.
Similarly, U.N. members must provide time-
ly notification of exports to Iraq of such dual-
use items. Following the withdrawal of
UNSCOM and IAEA monitors, there is no
monitoring by UNSCOM or IAEA inspectors
of dual-use items inside Iraq, although some
limited monitoring in certain sectors can be
carried out by OIP inspectors. This factor has
presented new challenges for the U.N. Sanc-
tions Committee and is taken into consider-
ation in the approval process. The United
States has placed holds on a number of con-
tracts that might otherwise have been ap-
proved as a result.

The U.N.’s Oil-for-Food Program

We continue to support the international
community’s efforts to provide for the hu-
manitarian needs of the Iraqi people through
the oil-for-food program. Transition from
phase four to phase five (authorized by
UNSC Resolution 1210) was smooth. As in
phase four, Iraq is again authorized to sell
up to $5.2 billion worth of oil every 180 days.
However, because of a drop in world oil
prices, Iraq was only able to pump and sell
approximately $3.1 billion worth of oil in
phase four; recent increases in world prices
should provide increased revenue for this
phase of oil-for-food.

As of April 5, under phase five of the oil-
for-food program, 340 contracts worth nearly
$1 billion have been approved. As of April
5, the United States had 145 phase four and
13 phase five contracts on hold pending clari-
fication of questions about the proposed con-
tracts.


